The next Meeting of the

Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia Inc.

will be held on

Wednesday 24 March 2010
at the

Burnside Community Centre
401 Greenhill Road Tusmore SA

Meetings are held on the 4 " Wednesday

of each month February to November

7.00 pm

7.15 pm
7.45 pm
8.00 pm
8.15 pm
8.20 pm
9.00 pm
9.15 pm

9.30 pm

Program

Auditorium opens, benching of plants and trading
table

Beginners Class. Note early start time (All Welcome)
Viewing of Plants and Popular Vote

Official Opening and Presidents Report

Seedlings on the Show-bench

AGMd Popular Vote

Plant Raffle Draw

Popular Vote and Judging Results

Close of Meeting and Supper.

THE NEW

CYMBIDIUM
NEWS

Published by the Cymbidium Orchid Club of South

Australia Inc.
http://www.cymorchids.com.au
Print Post Approved PP 531637/00030

CYMBIDIUM OF THE YEAR 2009
Coraki x Terama x Winter Advent x Tracey Reddaway

Grown by: WAYNE BAYLIS
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The New Cymbidium News is published monthly i February to November inclusive and is the Official
Newsletter of the Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia Inc

Contact: Graham King (Editor):  tiddywiddyl@bigpond.com
President Treasurer
Ray Brady John & Yvonne Longbottom

Locked Bag 1
Smithfield SA 5114
Phone 8252 3812

12 Joanne Terrace

Parafield Gardens SA 5107

Phone 8258 3435

SUPPER ROSTER 2010

Wednesday 24 March
Wednesday 28 April
Wednesday 26 May
Wednesday 30 June

Lucy Spear Judy Mc Redmond
Trevor & Margret Jacob

Pam Leske & Glenn Stearnes
Rosemary Bray

Secretary PATRON:  Registrar of Judges Wednesday 28 July Rosemary Bray
Liz Thomas Ben Knobben Wednesday 25 August Glenn Stearnes
Phone 0417 811 825 Leor!.van 10 Carlo Street Wednesday 29 September Carmel Beasley Sue Carter
Email Rijn Kidman Park 5025 Wednesday 27 October Vacant
secretan/@eymorehids.com.au Phone 8356 0215 Wednesday 24 November ~ Vacant

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Rayl en

Wayne Baylis (08) 8235 0340 Senior Vice President
Graham Morris (08) 8327 3955 Junior Vice President
Sue Carter (08) 8390 3215 (2 Year Term)
Laurie Carter (08) 8390 3215 (2 Year Term)
Bill Jayne 0419 039 022 (2 Year Term) PR RAM 2 1
Des Alsop (08) 8186 0276 (1 Year Term) OG O O
Graham King (08) 88373353 (1 Year Term)
Glenn Stearnes (08) 8555 5426 (1 Year Term) Wednesday 24 Mar Workshop
Wednesday 28 Apr Malcolm Osborn Miniatures Whats New
CONTENTS Wednesday 26 May  To be decided
Wednesday 30 June Chucky Santa Barbara
Presidents Report Competition Results 13 Wednesday 28 Jul Vitaly Miniatures
Chuckies Blog 2 Plant Write-up 14 Wegnesgay 25 Aug Posscijbility Perth National Show video
. : Wednesday 29 Sept  David Wain
Advertisments 8 Notice Board 16 . .
Wednesday 27 Oct Kevin Hendriks
Aquaboost AG 30 10 Supper Roster 7 Wednesday 24 Nov  Christmas Meeting
Auction Reminder 11 Program for 2010 18
Advertisers Index N EW M EM B E RS
Valley Orchids...........eeeviiiiiiiiiiiee e 8
Paulinebds Laboratory Service.......
Tom Burian Orchids.........oooueviiiieee e 9 The Cymb|d|um Orch|d Club Of South Austra”a Inc
COPYRIGHT extend a warm welcome to:
All contributions in the New Cymbidium News, which have acknowledged authors, are John Knott
automatically covered by copyright. We believe that most authors would be willing to allow free ;
use of articles for publishing elsewhere if written approval is sought through the Secretary of this Faye & Phil Smyth
Club
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NOTICE BOARD

2010 NATIONAL CYMBIDIUM SHOW

Friday 6 to Sunday 8 August 2010
Cannington Exhibition Centre, Cannington, Perth WA
Applications to attend the National Show have now closed
For those attending
WATCH THIS SPACE!

Yvonne email treasurer@cymorchids.com.au
Telephone: 82583435

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Please remember to pay your club subscription for 2010. The fee is
$40.00. If you intend to receive the AOR the fee is $55.00 inclusive.
Subscription form included with your newsletter separately.

Contact: John Longbottom & 8258 3435 or pay at the next meeting.

WANTED
Cymbidium Grandiflorum
Grand Monarch
Exquisite (or other grandiflorums)

Contact: J Knotto 08 8261 5255

Donét forget our Wanted
Please contact: Graham Kingd tiddywiddyl@bigpond.com
NEUTROG PRODUCTS ﬁ

1 Strike Back for orchids 20 Kg bag $26

1 Sudden Impact for Roses 10 Kg pail $25

1 Sudden Impact for Roses 20 Kg bag $26

1 Seamungus 20 Kg bag $18.00
I Sudden Impact for Lawns 20 Kg bag $27.50
1 Rapid Raiser 20 Kg bag $15.00
1 Seamungus Green 20kg bag $22.00

Please place your orders and payment with John and Yvonne
Longbottom o (cheques to be made out to COCSA)
NB: product to be picked up from Graham Morris at Valley Orchids
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Ray Brady 0 President

You, the members, elected five new members to the committee and at our
first committee meeting they did their job very well.

At the meeting we had discussions for a program for 2010 and managed to
fill most of the year with speakers and activities that will suit many.

The Perth National Show will again be set up with cut spikes placed in
dummy plants and those going over will be asked to set up the South
Australian display. Should you have any suitable plants at this time we will
notify you where to bring them for packing.

A few of our members have been unwell of late and we hope that we see
you soon at the meetings and taking part in club activities.

The supper roster requires people to assist in one meeting a year so please
help out. We are very pleased to see Roger Long volunteer to pick up the
key for our meetings as Allan Sim has carried out this duty for the past five
years.

We are once again trying to run the 2011 National Show at the Noarlunga
Leisure Centre and have submitted an application to the Onkaparinga
Council for sponsorship.

Graham King will take up the job of producing the club mago, so please
support him, as taking over from Peter Hall is an enormous undertaking.

Liz Thomas has a most difficult task in taking over the reins of secretary
from Jeanne Hall. The first meeting went down well and these people can
feel very satisfied with the way they have fitted in.

We hope to see you all at the next meeting.

Ray Brady 0 President

PRESI DENTO0S REPORT
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CYMBIDIUM FLORIBUNDUM OR PUMILUM

When you make collections of plants strange things can happen. If you
collect a genus of plants, like Cymbidium, there are several tacks that you
can take. Many people collect hybrids. Collecting hybrids provides you with a
never-ending source of new plants. If you are a follower of plant fashions or if
you suffer from Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder you can constantly
replace the old with new. While this can be satisfying it is also expensive.
The newest hybrids are the most expensive. If you try to keep at the cutting
edge you eventually find yourself buying un-flowered hybrids on speculation.
If you guess correctly you could be on a winner. If you get it wrong you just
wasted a few years of time, effort and expense. At least you may be able to
recoup a bit of A A money by selling your culls off to an unsuspecting
‘amateur’ or fashion blinded 'novice'. There are literally thousands and
thousands of people who support an extensive industry supplying their
needs. Since the rise of environmentalism in the 1960's and 70's there has
been a shift away from hybrids to species for the serious collector. The
shallowness of fashion was eschewed for the 'connection with the earth' and
‘naturalness' implicit in the growing of wild species. Granted, species have
always been grown but came close to being completely wiped from
collections in the 1950's. The prevailing attitude in the 50's, with vestiges of it
persisting until today, is that hybrids are easier to grow and have hybrid
vigour. What tosh! Most Cymbidiums are easier to grow than almost any
plant. This is attested by the numerous plants sitting on back porches and
patios throughout Australia and California. They barely get water, almost
never get re potted and inevitably are sunburnt beyond belief but flower
happily every year. Species collectors need to get every species of a genus
and usually several forms of each. In a genus like Cymbidium collecting all
the species, varieties and forms is fairly straight forward. With under 50
species it is a small genus by world standards. A collection of just species
and forms of Cymbidium would be modest, at least as far as collections go.
A slight variation on the species collection is the conservation collection.
While the outcome is similar to the species collection, each plant comes from
a known location in the wild. This type of collection is usually reserved for
botanic gardens, universities and those truly concerned with the
conservation of genetic diversity. Occasionally, a rogue collector uses the
excuse of conservation to import cheap wild-collected plants from a
developing country. | remember clearly in the early 80's, while studying
orchids in the Pacific islands, the depredations of unscrupulous orchid
collectors. | was taken to get photographs and herbarium specimens of a
species orchid. Unbeknownst to me, an American collector had found out
where | was going and the subject of my study.
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JUDGES CHOICET FIRST DIVISION
CYM Peter Pan AGreensl
Grown by Silvester Ng

2 stems of lovely green flowers 1 stem open & 1 just starting to open.
7 lovely green growths

JUDGES CHOICE® SECOND DIVISION
CYMGol den EIf AStardus
Grown by Wendy Schiller

7 stems of yellow flowers 5 stems open and 2 to open well done !!!!

eev.
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PLANT WRITE UP
February 2010

JUDGES CHOICES BEST IN OPEN DIVISION
Canaliculatum AAl babo
grown by: John & Sandra Nicholls

5 Nice green growths and four back bulbs. Lovely clean green
flowers

He had paid the local villagers what amounted to a huge salary to collect all
of the plants of this species they could find. They simply followed me and my
guide into the forest and stripped every plant they could find. Hundreds of
them. There was absolutely nothing | could do except put my pack on top of
several plants and stand in front of another group until they left, satisfied they
had gotten every plant. | felt sick.

Believe it or not there is one even more extreme form of collector! This is the
type that collects every slight variation there is within a species! This type of
collector is not prevalent in the west, at least in Cymbidium. In Asia,
particularly in China, single species Cymbidium collecting has a history at
least 1,500 years old. Part of the reason for this is that people could only
draw on the local species for their collections. To introduce novelty
they had to collect all the variations they could from the local
populations. In China, Taiwan, Korea and Japan this is the normal
style of collection, or at least it was until recently.

One of the main plants that has been the focus of attention for single
species collections is the plant we know as Cymbidium floribundum,
or alternatively and erroneously as C. pumilum. This plant was
originally named as C. floribundum in 1833 by Lindley but for some
reason this name was not recognised by Rolfe when he described
and named Cymbidium pumilum in 1907. This oversight and
renaming of an already named species was recognise and corrected
as long ago as the 1960's but people still insist on using the name C.
pumilum.

In Australia there is an incredible diversity of groups of people from
various countries, including from China, Japan, Taiwan, Korea and
Thailand. It is within these groups of people that you find the tradition
of single species collections. Although this type of collecting has
diminished through the availability of other plants, some people
maintain the traditions they grew up with.

Until fairly recently, most of the forms of Cymbidium floribundum, that
were widely available in the west, were fairly non-descript browns with
a pale edge or a supposed 'Alba’. This 'Alba’ form is actually just a
greenish form and not an albino at all. It is betrayed by the red spots
on the underside of the column!
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There are reputedly true albinos of C. floribundum but as Andy Easton says
'there is no proof there is a true albino pumilum'. Buyer beware! Fortunately,
a full range of interesting forms of this species are appearing on the market.
There is even one commercial grower here that specialises in forms of C.
floribundum. He rarely sells his plants and when he does the good quality
ones start at Aus. $150.00. Thankfully, he makes a living from selling plants
other than C. floribundum.

Over the years a dozen or so forms of C. floribundum have crept into my
collection. | didn't purposely collect them. To be totally blunt, C. floribundum
is not one of my favourite species. The flowers are generally short-lived,
indifferent in colour (for most of them), not fragrant and every bug and its
brother loves to eat the flowers. What it does have going for it is that it is
easy to grow, clumping up into a specimen plant fast. There are 2N and
4N forms and those with pendulous, arching or upright flower spikes.
Plants can range in size from 10 to 30cm tall when fully grown. The
best thing is that a fully mature plant will live happily and flower
profusely in a 6 inch pot.

While it would have been nice to include pictures of all the forms that |
have, to be honest, most of the flowers look identical or much of a
muchness. The main variation in most of these forms not being colour
but ploidy level, plant size, disposition of the flower spike and number
of flowers on the spike. The three | have chosen are three of my
favourites and are the most distinct.

The first of these plants is 'Sina’. This plant has particularly dark and
narrow petals and sepals with a clearly marked lip. The flower spike is
arching and carries upward of 30 well-spaced flowers. This is the first
form to bloom in spring. The leaves are also narrower than normal.
Overall, the plant is very gracile and delicate to look at. It is actually
very tough and a strong grower. This plant was imported from china
and is probably a selection of a wild plant. It is a diploid Cymbidium
floribundum 'Pale Face' came to me with Japanese characters on the
label. | asked my friend Bin at school to translate for me. It translated
to 'The young woman with the pale face'. That number of words would
not fit on the label so it got the name 'Pale Face'. It has the most
delicate pink spots on the lip that complements the white and contrast
in an interesting manner with the green of the petals and sepals. This

Monthly Competition Results
24 February 2010

OPEN DIVISION

Best Species

John & Sandra
Canalicul at um/Nicholls

Intermediate
Yellow

Cym Enzan SummaleyrdBidsl d
Dust o

Intermediate

i White

Cym Summer P e ¢Valley Orchids

FIRST DIVISION

Intermediate
Green

Cym Peter Pan
AGreens| eves 0|Silvester Ng

Intermediate
Yellow

Cym Pi xi e Du s|Silvester Ng

4

SECOND DIVISION

Cym Golden EIf

Intermediate Yellow [fi Sundust 0O Wendy Schiller
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3. Preparing plants in spike to win prizes Wayne Bayliss will
show you how he prepares a plant in spike, to present itself to

give them a chance of winning a major prizes

4. Pest & disease treatment  Glenn Heylen will offer his very con-
siderable advice on how to protect your plants from the most com-
mon pests & diseases

The demonstrations listed above, will be repeated 4 times over the
night, so you can see all four demonstrations, or if you wish, you can
see any of them more than once.

Handouts by the various presenters will be available

Running at the same time will be a slide show of interesting & new
clones, most of which have probably not been seen in public before.
If any member would like to show us a special plant they have access
to, please bring an electronic file of the photo ( jpeg format ), & we
will try to include it in the slide show.

SOMETHING NEW

A seedling competition with a difference. Let's call it the Magic
Millions seedling (similar to the Magic Millions horse sale )

Bring an interesting seedling to the meeting. | want to find the most
interesting & popular seedling of the night. It does not have to be in
flower . It could be from a new & interesting breeding line, or a

new breeder, it could have a fabulous flower spike, which you are
confident will win the show, it could just be unusual. We want to see
what you are think is interesting. You might like to see if the members
agree. Bring it in ( labelled so we can identify it easily ). There will be
a good prize for the most interesting & popular plant displayed.

Graham Morris
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is a robust grower with nearly upright flower spikes of 25-30 flowers. It
is a tetraploid.

Cymbidium floribundum  'Sina’

Cymbidium floribundum  'Pale Face’




The final selection is one of the most expensive plants in my collection.
You don't need to know how much was paid for it. If you did know the
cost you might tell my partner, who would not be happy! There are much
more important things to do with money!!! Well C. floribundum 'Tokiwa'
epitomises everything that the Koreans find attractive in C. floribundum.
First and foremost, variegated leaves. 'Tokiwa' has very stronly varie-
gated leaves. It is a white variegation, the most highly prized type. The
flowers are very special as well. Unlike most C. floribundums, the petals
of this species are fairly wide and the flower is more widely spreading
than normal. The colour is simply beautiful. You can see for yourself.
The flower spikes are strongly upwardly arching and although they have
only 15-20 flowers they are much showier than most other forms.
"Tokiwa' is a tetraploid. One further interesting point with this plant is that
the flowers last twice as long as every other form that | grow. This is a
real winner of plant. Great leaves, great flowers, and all on an easy to
grow compact plant. The Koreans got this one absolutely right.

Cymbidium floribundum  'Tokiwa'

AUCTION REMINDER

We will have some special plants for the auction at the March meeting.
Note we need more offers of special plants to auction, if it is to con-
tinue for future meetings. Note - to encourage the offering of plants to
auction, the donor of the plant being auctioned is entitled to 50% of the
proceeds. Reserve prices can be set.

In this auction there are 2 divisions of Australian Midnight

"Tinonee", one of the darkest flowers, you will ever see. It was
awarded in America in 1988, & is rarely offered as a substantial size
plant. When awarded at the Tucson Show, March 8, 2008 (USA), it
was described as below

Plant Name: Cym. Australian Midnight 'Tinonee' HCC 79 points
(caniliculatum x atropurpureum)

Description: Forty five flowers and fifty two buds in two pendant inflo-
rescences; sepal and petals nearly black-oxblood with very narrow
ivory margins; lip ivory blotched dark red purple, forming two vertical
bands along midrib, lighter purple picotee on margin; column nearly
black; anther cap dark oxblood; substance firm; texture satin.
Exhibitor: Mark Dimmitt

A photograph of it will be shown at the meeting. This is a very special
plant

Other exclusive & hard to get offerings will be made. Please bid gener-
ously to help us to send members to the National Show in Perth, in
early August.

The March meeting will be a demonstration workshop, with a cou-
ple of new features to entertain those who may have seen a few work-
shops before. It is important that we have a workshop fairly often, to
assist our newcomers, but we are very aware that older members may
have seen a lot of it before. Older members, please try to help our less
experienced growers.

1. Deflasking - Kevin Western will show how he deflasks his babies &
will offer advice on how to grow them on, get them to flourish & flower
quickly.

2. Dividing Geof Spear will show how he divides his plants & sug-
gest ways to get them to flower again quickly perform to their best.
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